48                 THE  PROBLEM   OF

longer under the necessity of seeking to pltece
together the fragments of an exploded superstition.

But for the New Testament student, who accepts,
as the present writer does, unreservedly, 'with his
whole mind and heart, the Church's faith concern-
ing Jesus Christ, the most difficult aspect of the
problem still remains to be faced. Did Jesus share
the popular belief concerning demons ? And, if He
did, must we who believe in Him believe in them
likewise ? There are, it will be observed, two
questions, and it will be well to keep them separate.
One is a question of fact: Did Jesus believe in
demoniacal possession ? The other is a question
of inference : If Jesus believed, must we believe
with Him ? Let us take the question of factjirst."

Unfortunately, a decisive answer is not possible.
The Gospel narratives impress different minds
differently. Some see in them conclusive evidence
that, though Christ " graciously accommodated
Himself to the popular idea, he did not Himself
share it/5 l Others, with equal confidence, declare
that our Lord and His apostles " could not speak
of demons entering into a man, or being cast out
of him, without pledging themselves to the belief
of an actual possession of the man by the demons." 2

1  The Days of His Flesh, p. 108.

2  Quoted from the Biblical Cyclopaedia in Hiixley's Science and
Christian Traditiont p. 217.